Treatment of disseminated paraganglioma with gemcitabine and docetaxel.
A male with metastatic paraganglioma received different chemotherapy regimens and 14 arterial embolizations with no or short-lasting clinical benefit. He was started on gemcitabine and docetaxel and, after two cycles, remission of all clinical signs occurred over 2 months. A complete biochemical response was achieved and angiographic signs of portal hypertension disappeared. He received 18 cycles of therapy and no limiting side effects were observed. More than 2 years after gemcitabine and docetaxel treatment, the patient remains symptom free. Gemcitabine and docetaxel could be a potential therapeutic strategy for this patient.